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vene. When the Turkish army, of 30,000 men at the least, took
the offensive (October, 1866), the insurgents were quickly driven
back into the mountains, where the people of Sphakia held out
until 1868. The Greeks in Epirus and Thessaly attempted a re-
volt, but failed.

The investigation made by the powers, in 1867, showed that
the equality promised in 1856 had not been realized. The ad-
mission of Christians to office was imaginary; they were accepted
only in subordinate positions. These officers had no influence,
and were detested by the Christians of other creeds. Mixed
courts Vere very rare, and besides Christians had not the courage
to sit in them. A Christian could not obtain justice against a
Mussulman, as his testimony was not listened to; the only way
for him to get justice done him was to bribe two Mussulman
witnesses. In the army the Christians were unwilling to serve
with Mussulmans and the Mussulmans were unwilling to obey
unbelievers; the army therefore remained Mussulman. Public
procedure in the courts remained a figment of the imagination,
for police guarded the entrance to the hall. The prisons were hor-
rible, and the police (zaptiehs) were recruited from the criminal
classes. The tax-farming which the reformers had worked so
hard to abolish had been restored; the budget was illusory, con-
trol of the Court of Accounts amounted to nothing, " boodlers "
were not prosecuted, the Supreme Council of Justice had met
only once. The only institutions that were respected were the
privileges of religious communities, and the powers of patriarchs,
including their abuse of power, because these were old institu-
tions.

Europe accordingly protested against the failure to execute
the hatti-hitmayoitn of 1856. A struggle for influence ensued be-
tween France and Russia, to determine what reforms should be
made. France proposed the fusion of races, that is, to suppress
all " distinction between the various nationalities," to establish
civil equality and uniform administration as in France, so as to
form a single Ottoman nation. Russia had already declared her-
self opposed to an " incoherent fusion of the Ottoman peoples ";
she demanded for each " special guarantees based on religious
and communal institutions adapted to the nationalist principle."
" Equality before the law will never be realized in Turkey so long
as Turks are Turks; that is, until they forswear the Koran,
which traces an ineffaceable line between them and the Chris-
tians." Russia's advice was to " separate Christian and Mussul-